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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claims contain subject matter which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor, at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. The recitation of a side designation having "user selectable 
variable construction" is not enabled by the specification to those skilled in the art. That 
recitation has no basis in the specification as to how a user would select a variable 
construction. Specification paragraph 25 discusses variable configuration side panels, 
but not a user selectable feature. Paragraphs 31 and 37 specify that a side may be 
selectively enclosed, left open, or variable but nothing enabling one skilled in the art a 
user selection. Finally specification paragraph discusses different ways to form a grill, 
but not the claimed user selectable variable construction. Nothing in the originally filed 
application would reasonably convey that the invention had possession of this claimed 
feature. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The claimed "user selectable variable configuration" is 
indefinite because it is not clear how a user would select a variable construction. 
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The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 17-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Christen (US 3,856,374). The new subject matter indefinite recited "user selectable 
variable construction" feature is treated under the assumption that it was reasonable 
that the inventor had possession of the claimed invention and that one skilled in the art 
would be able to make or use the invention. The claims are reasonably and broadly 
construed, in light of the accompanying specification, to be disclosed by Christen as 
comprising: 

a collapsible frame 10 for suspending an item above a heat source (this 
statement of intended use gives patentable weight is as much as one skilled in the at 
would be able to suspend and item from the disclosed invention above a heat source 
since figures and summary of invention teach this feature), the frame comprising a 
plurality of sides 28, 30A, 30B, at least one of the sides 28 being designated as having 
user-selectable variable construction 36 (please see column 3 lines 1-7 in which the 
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skirt panels 36 give main panel 28 its user selectable variable construction feature) and 
the sides 30A, 30B other than the designated side 28 collectively constituting the 
remainder of the frame; 

wherein the side having user-selectable variable construction is constructed of at 
least one panel selected by a user from among a plurality of available panels and 
wherein the panel is designed to be removably attached to the remainder of the frame 
as shown in figures 1 and 4 and disclosed at column 3. Christen also discloses the 
claimed feature wherein the device 10 operates in at least one user-selectable in-use 
configuration (figure 1 ) wherein the side having user-selectable variable construction is 
constructed with fewer than all of the available panels 36 that are able to be used on a 
single side concurrently and any unused panels are entirely excluded from the 
construction of the side having user-selectable variable construction (the unused 
excluded panels is construed to be anticipated by the disclosed top side panel 40 
because a top panel would have to be excluded such that a user would have access to 
a grill top), wherein the panel selected by the user supports a transverse member 18 for 
suspending an item above the heat source within the frame wherein the panel selected 
by the user is attached along at least two different edges of the panel when installed in 
the designated side (flanges 34 anticipate the claimed attached installation), wherein 
the panel attaches to at least two different components 14A, 14B of the remainder of 
the frame, wherein a position at which the panel selected by the user is attached to the 
remainder of the frame is selectable by the user from among more than one possible 
such position of attachment (this statement of intended use is anticipated by the skirt 
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panels 36 because that teaching meets the more than one possible position of 
attachment to the main panel 38), wherein the position of attachment of the panel 
changes at least one of: a proportion of the side that is substantially enclosed, which 
portion of the side is substantially enclosed by the panel, or a height at which a 
transverse member, supported by at least one panel, is supported within the frame as 
best shown in figurel , wherein the side having user-selectable variable construction is 
constructed of a first quantity of panels 30A, 30B to establish a first value of a variable 
attribute and alternatively constructed of a second quantity of panels 36 to establish a 
second value of the variable attribute, the variable attribute being at least one of: a 
proportion of the side that is substantially enclosed or a height at which a transverse 
member supported by one of the panels, is supported within the frame 50, wherein the 
available panels exhibit different heights when applied to the flame and wherein the 
designated side is selectively constructed by a user to include a panel of specific height 
by which the user adjusts at least one of: how much of the side of user-selectable 
variable construction is substantially enclosed or at what height a transverse member is 
supported within the frame as best seen from figure 1 , wherein the side having user- 
selectable variable construction is constructed to comprise a first panel and a second 
panel, the first and second panels having different heights, wherein, in attaching the first 
and second panels to the remainder of the frame, the first panel is placed above the 
second panel to support the transverse member at first height and the first panel is 
placed below the second panel to support the transverse member at a second height 
different from the first height as disclosed in column 3 lined 30-49, wherein the side 
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having user-selectable variable construction comprises first 30A and second panels 
30B, both concurrently attached to the remainder of the frame 50, and a transverse 
member is user selectable to either be directly supported by the first panel in 
accordance with a first user-selectable configuration or to be directly supported by the 
second panel in accordance with a second user-selectable configuration. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art cited with this action, but not relied upon in rejecting 
the claims, teach one or more elements of the claimed invention such that one or more 
reference may be used to anticipate or obviate the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen M. Gravini whose telephone number is 571 272 
4875. The examiner can normally be reached on normal weekday business hours (east 
coast time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kenneth B. Rinehart can be reached on 571 272 4881 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/684,312 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3743 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Stephen M. Gravini/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3743 



